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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days wilt be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 June 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clajm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 12 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.3 and 9 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 2.4-8,10 and 11 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 



18) CD Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 9) [m Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 01-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

claim Rejections - 3SUSC§ 103 
Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke kasis for all 

okviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not he oLtaineJ tkough the invention is not identically JiscloseJ or JescriteJ as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if tke differences tetween tke subject matter sought to he patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke suhject matter as a whole would have keen ohvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said suhject matter pertains. Patentahihty shall not he negatived kv the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing unpatentakle over Moore 
at al (PTO-1449-2 5,651,332) in view of Fife et al (5,000,116). Moore et al skow an 
interactive pet device comprising a first plate 3 kaving top and tottom sides, a second plate 1 
kaving top and kottom surfaces and a side wall 2 kaving a first and second end, tke first end 
coupled to tke top surface of tke second plate 1 and tke second surface coupled to tke kottom side 
of tke first plate 3. Tke pet device also kaving an elongate flexible memker 7 wkere a toy 11 is 
secured to tke free end. Tke top plate 3 also kaving a cuskion covering it. Fife et al skow a pet 
ked kaving a first plate/cuskion 20 and a second plate/cuskion 40, tke plate separated ky a rik 30. 
Tke rik 30 is keld uprigkt ky a plurality of rik inserts 32 or posts. Witk respect to claim 1, it 
would kave keen okvious to one skilled in tke art to kang tke device of Moore et al witk more 
tkan one pet toy to offer tke pet a variety of amusements. Witk respect to claim 1, to use tke 
multiple posts of Fife et al in place of tke sidewall of Moore et al would kave Leen okvious to one 
skilled in tke art wisking to allow tke pet ckoices of wkere it wiskes to enter and exit tke device. 
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With respect to claim 9, to attack tke toy of Moore et al to a biasing means or spring would kave 
teen oLvious to one skilled in tke art wisking to create movement more attractive to tke pet. 

Allowahle Suhj&ct Matter 

Claims 2, 4-8, 10 and 11 are oLjected to as Leing dependent upon a rejected kase claim, 
kut woiJd ke allowakle if rewritten in independent form including all of tke limitations of tke kase 
claim and any intervening claims. 

claim 12 is allowed. 



Conclusion 

Tke prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Included for furtker reference on pet toys and devices are: Neumann (3,989,008), 
Haynes et al (5,072,694), Boskears (5,579,725), Caldwell (5,860,389) and Hann 

(5,881,679). 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould te directed to Ekzaketk A Skaw wkose telepkone number is 703-308-1853. 
Tke examiner can normally Le reacked on M-Tk 7:30-5:00. 

if attempts to reack tke examiner by telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervdsor, Ckarles Jordan can ke reacked on 703-306-4159. Tke fax pkone numbers for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned are 703-306-4195 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final commimications. 
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Any inquiry of a general natiire or relating to tke status of tkis application or proceeding 
skould te directed to tke receptionist wkose telepkone niamker is 703-308-1134. 




CHARLES T. JORDM 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




Elizateth Shaw 

August 24, 2001 



